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At 9 pom. on 7 Februsry 1953, 8 to 9 trucks each occupied by about
15 to 16 soldiers and each towing a 37-mm AA gun Wwere seen in front
of the Neuhof railroad station. |

On 11 February, tanks were unloaded from a troop train at the Blumen-
thal railroad station. They left toward Herazsprung, On 12 February,
convoys including tanks, artillsry pleces, SP gums and engineer
equipnent were seen throughout the day passing through Blandikow,
coming from the direction of Techow and proceeding toward Herzsprung
and Fretzdorf. According to an inforuant, other colunns passed through
Liebenthal toward Dossow at the same time. On 13 February, troops ware
bivouacking in the Fretzdorf area. On 13 and 14 February, all troop units
left toward west. On 14 February, major elements passed through Blumen-
thal toward west. At 12:30 pim., & troop train consisting of 6 boxcars
occapied by personnel, and an undetermined number of flatears carrying
trucks and guns, passed throush Blumenthal toward Neustadt. The numbers
of all vehicles were pailanted over.? On 15 Febvuary, tanks were teing
Joaded in Netzebsnd.

A%t noon on 14 February, a troep train consisting of 8 boxecars ococupied
by about 250 troops wearing red-bordered black epaulcts with artiliery
insignia;, and of an undeterminzd number of flstecars carrying at least

" 20 tyucks, 20 x 122-mm howltzors, 1 Jeep, and 1 field kitchen passed

through the Neustadt railrcad station, ecoming franthe direction of
Wittenberge and proceeding towsrd Berlin. The numbers of the vehicles
were covered. :

An informant stated that units previously stati-ned in Sehwerin left
the rogt between 12 and 14 Fsbruary for exercises, allegedly in the
Ma'rdeburg arec. The tanks were shipped by train while the motorized
units noved by road.
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From 12 to 13 February, the military installations in Hovtock werse
ocoupied as previously. The Jutlitz Kaserne was occupied by about
1,R00 troops wearing red-bordsred hlack epaulets. Weapons observed
included 100-mm AT guns, 76.2-mm and 57-mm AT guns. Training in
firing with rifles was. observed and srmed troops with gasmasks were
ropeatsdly seen lined up for inspactions.! !l
|The barracks lnstallation on Ulnen-
strasse wag occuried as previously by soldiers wearins red-bordsred

black apaulets with artillery insicnia, and by naval soldiers.?

An inforrant stated that, between 28 Janmuary and 10 February, winter
swareises vwers held in the Ferchesar-landin, - Kotzen-Bamme-Koenigg-
huette-lathenow ares. Between noon and 1:30 p.mn. on 9 February,

35 trucks, 3 x 122-mm £ield howitzers and about 500 soldiers wearing
ved-bordarsd black epaulets with artillery insignia were entrained
at t e Rathenow main railroad station. The unit had come frgm the
direction of DBamme and allegedly was bound fur Brandenburg.

Ca 5 February, T-44 tank No 410 was being loaded at the Magdeburg-
Friedrichstadt reilroad station; the tank had ecome fronm the direction
of ¥oenigsborn. On 11 February, 4 x 37-mm A8 guns and 4 z 85-mm 4A
cung without escorting troops wera loaded on 4 flatears. The suns

had couws from the Flak ¥aserne. '

From 11 to 14 Pebruary, two shiyments totaling 20 boxcar loads of
wroops 74 30 trucks towing 160-~mm mortars. and comiung from the
Infanterde Yaserne in Rathenow were being entrained. The soldiers
vore red-bordered black epsulets with artillory insi-nia.8 At
[ Februsry, the Tirst glements of the trcons from the
Pionier Kaserne rsturned and were unloaded at the ain Stition.
Forty 122-mmi fveld howitzers were seen with these trOOps.

The fol?owing.troops and materiel were unloaded at the Nsustrelitz
rallroad station on 22 and 15 February:
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25X1A 5- mmg_“xe_p},m According te information in this report, the units of the
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&hout €0 flotears and about 100 gonverted boxcars were assembled
et the Weimar railroad station.

25X1A ‘ :
| Comuent, The AAA column belonged to the 2d Gds AM Div.

Comment. Tronm 11 to 14 F:bruary, w'nier exercises of units
of the Third Shock Army probably took plece in the area west of

the Wittstock troop training grounds. Shipments of the 18th How
kety Brig (U3) fror Rathenow on 9 and 10 Febriwry and of the 20th
Army AT Arty Brig (US) from Brandenburg on 9 Februery to the area -
sontheast of Schwerin, as well as the entraining of tants of the
Q4th Gds Mtz Rifle Div on 12 February in Schwerin, probally wers
connected with these exercises. It is possible that the exercises
developed in two phases, the first begimning in the area southssst
of Schuwerin and the second ending in the ares south of Witisiock.
I% is of interest that, in addition to arry troops, elements of the
I¥ Arty Comps also partieipated in thése winter exercises. The
2rtillery shipment observed on 14 Pebruary en route tov.rd Neustsdt
vrobably returned to Brandenburg. It may be identical with o train
which went from Pritzwvalk to Brandenburg on 13 February. The unite
unloaded in Rathenow on 14 February, vrobably belonged to ths 18th
fiow Arty Brig (U5) and wers returning fro: the exercises south of
Wittstock. According to renorte on transportation, the elements

of the brisede moved from Wittstock to Rathenow in three shipments

n 14 B -
ou 14 Februury. 25X1B
|:[ Comment. According to repor‘bs| | four trains

vent from Netzeband to ¥sustrelitz on 15 and 16 rebruary 1953.
Hetzeband, though not rather plavcible zs loading station for units

of the 1Zth Gds Tank Div, seems posszible, as, according to the reference
vepord, elght other shizmenis, ;robably of units of the division, went
from Beururpin to Feustrelitz at the came time. Units of the Second Gds
¥aez Aray rrobably held wirter exercises in the Neustrelits area, in
which units of the 9th and 12th Gde Tank Dive and other army troops
alzo participated. Among these troops probably were alsc elements of the
2d Lipght Arty Brig (US), which roved from Doeberitz to Neustrelitz on
11 Feoroary and the unloading of which on 12 Februsry is reported in
paragraph 3 of this report. The brigade, however, is not belisved to

be eqaioped with 122-pm field howltzers. The AAA shipment probably
imvolved unite of the 31lst AAA Div which, according to the last
zentionsd reference report, noved from Boetzow to Neustrelits on

12 February. '

[l Soment. According to reports | [three troop
traing went from Wittstock te DoeberItz om 15 February. They probably
sarried, anong others, units of the 18th How Arty Brig (US), which,
heving participated in the exercises of the Third Shock Asmy, moved bo
the arem wesl of Berlin for additional exercises beginning 15 February.
Unitgof the unidentified aray artillery brigads and of the 6th Gds lees

Mw from Barusu probably also perticipated in these exercises, which were

vossibly held by the Fourth Gds Mecs Army.

34 Gds AT Arty Brig can be cerried as previous n the T rne
zad the Ulnmen Faserne until 13 Pebruary. .
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Eo | *mwerrt. It is possible that winter exercises of ualts of the
T0%n Gds Tank Div stationed in Brandenburg, ag the 634 Gds Tank Regt,
and Frampnitz wers held in the arsa east of Rathenow in comnection
with units of the 6th Arty Div stationed in Rathenow. According to
roporte on transvortation, a swall shipment of tanks had been
dispatched in Satzkorn for Pritzerbe on 4 February 1953. The transvort
af an artillery unit mentiomed in paragraph 6 is probably idszntical
U::bh a shipment which, according to other information, went from
fothenow to Jatzkorn on 9 vebmnt‘:,« If it had been a shipwent of the

:..‘L_..( Gds Tank Div, no pertinent information has yet been obitained.
25X1A 7. ngggg_gqﬁg__ Probably gung in necd of repair of the 3d Gds ASA Div,
Comment. The units entrained probably belonged to the &5th 25X1B
Tort Prig (US) and, according %o reports | l went to
Grimma for winter exercises. 25X1B

25X1A v, [ comment. |unite of the 234th
Yort Regt of the 9%h Gds Tank Div, which presumably ceturned from
sdvanced combal practice firing.

25X1A L :For_uxem;. The units entrained belonged to the 13th ALA Div.
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